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EVENING PRAYER 

 
 
Herein was the love of God manifested in us, that God hath sent 
his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through 
him. 

1 John 4. 9 
 
O Lord, open thou our lips  
and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 
O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord's name be praised. 
 
 
 

THE PSALM 
 

Psalm 80 
 
1   Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph 

like a sheep : shew thyself also, thou that sittest upon the 
cherubims. 

2   Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasses : stir up thy 
strength, and come, and help us. 



3   Turn us again, O God : shew the light of thy countenance, 
and we shall be whole. 

4   O Lord God of hosts : how long wilt thou be angry with thy 
people that prayeth? 

5   Thou feedest them with the bread of tears : and givest them 
plenteousness of tears to drink. 

6   Thou hast made us a very strife unto our neighbours : and 
our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7   Turn us again, thou God of hosts : shew the light of thy 
countenance, and we shall be whole. 

8   Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt : thou hast cast out 
the heathen, and planted it. 

9   Thou madest room for it : and when it had taken root it filled 
the land. 

10   The hills were covered with the shadow of it : and the 
boughs thereof were like the goodly cedar-trees. 

11   She stretched out her branches unto the sea : and her boughs 
unto the river. 

12   Why hast thou then broken down her hedge : that all they 
that go by pluck off her grapes? 

13   The wild boar out of the wood doth root it up : and the wild 
beasts of the field devour it. 

14   Turn thee again, thou God of hosts, look down from heaven 
: behold, and visit this vine; 

15   And the place of the vineyard that thy right hand hath 
planted : and the branch that thou madest so strong for 
thyself. 

16   It is burnt with fire, and cut down : and they shall perish at 
the rebuke of thy countenance. 

17   Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand : and upon 
the son of man, whom thou madest so strong for thine own 
self. 

18   And so will not we go back from thee : O let us live, and we 
shall call upon thy Name. 



19   Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts : shew the light of thy 
countenance, and we shall be whole. 

 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy 

Ghost;  
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world 

without end. Amen. 
 
 

 
 

THE FIRST LESSON 

Zechariah 2. 10 – 13 

Sing and rejoice, O daughter Zion! For lo, I will come and dwell 
in your midst, says the Lord. Many nations shall join themselves 
to the Lord on that day, and shall be my people; and I will dwell 
in your midst. And you shall know that the Lord of hosts has sent 
me to you. The Lord will inherit Judah as his portion in the holy 
land, and will again choose Jerusalem. 
Be silent, all people, before the Lord; for he has roused himself 
from his holy dwelling. 

 
  



 
MAGNIFICAT 

 
1  My soul doth magnify the Lord : and my spirit hath rejoiced in 

God my Saviour. 
2   For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
3  For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall call me 

blessed. 
4  For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and holy is his Name. 
5  And his mercy is on them that fear him : throughout all 

generations. 
6  He hath shewed strength with his arm : he hath scattered the 

proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
7  He hath put down the mighty from their seat : and hath exalted 

the humble and meek. 
8  He hath filled the hungry with good things : and the rich he 

hath sent empty away. 
9  He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : as 

he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world 
without end. Amen. 
  



 
THE SECOND LESSON 

 
 

John 3. 25 – 30 

Now a discussion about purification arose between John’s 
disciples and a Jew. They came to John and said to him, ‘Rabbi, 
the one who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you 
testified, here he is baptizing, and all are going to him.’ John 
answered, ‘No one can receive anything except what has been 
given from heaven. You yourselves are my witnesses that I said, 
“I am not the Messiah, but I have been sent ahead of him.” He 
who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the 
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the 
bridegroom’s voice. For this reason my joy has been fulfilled. He 
must increase, but I must decrease.’  



 
NUNC DIMITTIS 

 
 

1 LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : according 
to thy word. 

2  For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation; 
3  Which thou hast prepared : before the face of all people; 
4  To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : and to be the glory of thy 

people Israel. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world 
without end. Amen. 
 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth: 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

  



 
THE PRAYERS 

 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
      
Let us pray. 
      
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come; thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 
    
O Lord, save the King. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
      
Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 
      
O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 
 
Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  
but only thou, O God. 



      
O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 
Let us pray. 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
O GOD, who didst lead the Blessed Virgin Mary to visit 
Elisabeth, to their exceeding joy and comfort: Grant unto us thy 
people, that as Mary did rejoice to be called the Mother of the 
Lord, so we may ever rejoice to believe the incarnation of thine 
only-begotten Son; to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost be all 
honour and glory, world without end. Amen. 
 
 

THE SECOND COLLECT AT EVENING PRAYER 
 

 

O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 
just works do proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which 
the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy 
commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from 
the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; 
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
 
 

THE THIRD COLLECT, 
FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 

 
 

LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy 
great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; 
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 



 
PRAYERS 

 
 

REFLECTION 
 
 

2 Corinthians 13. 14 
 

THE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 
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