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EVENING PRAYER 
 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: let the whole earth 
stand in awe of him. 

Psalm 96. 9  
 
Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 
 
We confess to God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, through our 
own grievous fault. Wherefore we pray God to have mercy upon us. 
 
Almighty God have mercy upon us, forgive us all our sins and 
deliver us from evil, confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, and 
bring us to life everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Absolution, to be pronounced by the Priest alone, 
May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you pardon and 
remission of all your sins, time for true repentance, amendment of 
life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
O Lord, open thou our lips  
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
      
O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 



 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 
 
Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord's name be praised. 
 
 

THE PSALMS 
 

Psalm 113 
 

1   Praise the Lord, ye servants : O praise the Name of the Lord. 
2   Blessed be the Name of the Lord : from this time forth for 

evermore. 
3   The Lord’s Name is praised : from the rising up of the sun unto 

the going down of the same. 
4   The Lord is high above all heathen : and his glory above the 

heavens. 
5   Who is like unto the Lord our God that hath his dwelling so 

high : and yet humbleth himself to behold the things that are in 
heaven and earth? 

6   He taketh up the simple out of the dust : and lifteth the poor 
out of the mire; 

7   That he may set him with the princes : even with the princes of 
his people. 

8   He maketh the barren woman to keep house : and to be a joyful 
mother of children. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world 
without end. Amen. 

 



Psalm 114 
 
1   When Israel came out of Egypt : and the house of Jacob from 

among the strange people, 
2   Judah was his sanctuary : and Israel his dominion. 
3   The sea saw that, and fled : Jordan was driven back. 
4   The mountains skipped like rams : and the little hills like young 

sheep. 
5   What aileth thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest : and thou 

Jordan, that thou wast driven back? 
6   Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams : and ye little hills, like 

young sheep? 
7   Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord : at the 

presence of the God of Jacob; 
8   Who turned the hard rock into a standing water : and the flint-

stone into a springing well. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world 
without end. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
T H E  F I R S T  L E S S O N  

 
 Numbers 22.21-23.12 

So Balaam got up in the morning, saddled his donkey, and went with 
the officials of Moab. 

God’s anger was kindled because he was going, and the angel of the 
Lord took his stand in the road as his adversary. Now he was riding 
on the donkey, and his two servants were with him. The donkey saw 
the angel of the Lord standing in the road, with a drawn sword in 
his hand; so the donkey turned off the road, and went into the field; 
and Balaam struck the donkey, to turn it back on to the road. Then 
the angel of the Lord stood in a narrow path between the vineyards, 
with a wall on either side. When the donkey saw the angel of the 
Lord, it scraped against the wall, and scraped Balaam’s foot against 
the wall; so he struck it again. Then the angel of the Lord went 
ahead, and stood in a narrow place, where there was no way to turn 
either to the right or to the left. When the donkey saw the angel of 
the Lord, it lay down under Balaam; and Balaam’s anger was kindled, 
and he struck the donkey with his staff. Then the Lord opened the 
mouth of the donkey, and it said to Balaam, ‘What have I done to 
you, that you have struck me these three times?’ Balaam said to the 
donkey, ‘Because you have made a fool of me! I wish I had a sword 
in my hand! I would kill you right now!’ But the donkey said to 
Balaam, ‘Am I not your donkey, which you have ridden all your life 
to this day? Have I been in the habit of treating you in this way?’ 
And he said, ‘No.’ 

Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of 
the Lord standing in the road, with his drawn sword in his hand; and 
he bowed down, falling on his face. The angel of the Lord said to 
him, ‘Why have you struck your donkey these three times? I have 
come out as an adversary, because your way is perverse before me. 
The donkey saw me, and turned away from me these three times. If 



it had not turned away from me, surely I would by now have killed 
you and let it live.’ Then Balaam said to the angel of the Lord, ‘I 
have sinned, for I did not know that you were standing in the road 
to oppose me. Now therefore, if it is displeasing to you, I will return 
home.’ The angel of the Lord said to Balaam, ‘Go with the men; but 
speak only what I tell you to speak.’ So Balaam went on with the 
officials of Balak. 

When Balak heard that Balaam had come, he went out to meet him 
at Ir-moab, on the boundary formed by the Arnon, at the farthest 
point of the boundary. Balak said to Balaam, ‘Did I not send to 
summon you? Why did you not come to me? Am I not able to 
honour you?’ Balaam said to Balak, ‘I have come to you now, but 
do I have power to say just anything? The word God puts in my 
mouth, that is what I must say.’ Then Balaam went with Balak, and 
they came to Kiriath-huzoth. Balak sacrificed oxen and sheep, and 
sent them to Balaam and to the officials who were with him. 

On the next day Balak took Balaam and brought him up to Bamoth-
baal; and from there he could see part of the people of Israel. Then 
Balaam said to Balak, ‘Build me seven altars here, and prepare seven 
bulls and seven rams for me.’ Balak did as Balaam had said; and 
Balak and Balaam offered a bull and a ram on each altar. Then 
Balaam said to Balak, ‘Stay here beside your burnt-offerings while I 
go aside. Perhaps the Lord will come to meet me. Whatever he 
shows me I will tell you.’ And he went to a bare height. 

Then God met Balaam; and Balaam said to him, ‘I have arranged 
the seven altars, and have offered a bull and a ram on each altar.’ 
The Lord put a word in Balaam’s mouth, and said, ‘Return to Balak, 
and this is what you must say.’ So he returned to Balak, who was 
standing beside his burnt-offerings with all the officials of Moab.  

 



Then Balaam uttered his oracle, saying: 
‘Balak has brought me from Aram, 
   the king of Moab from the eastern mountains: 
“Come, curse Jacob for me; 
   Come, denounce Israel!” 
How can I curse whom God has not cursed? 
   How can I denounce those whom the Lord has not 
denounced? 
For from the top of the crags I see him, 
   from the hills I behold him; 
Here is a people living alone, 
   and not reckoning itself among the nations! 
Who can count the dust of Jacob, 
   or number the dust-cloud of Israel? 
Let me die the death of the upright, 
   and let my end be like his!’ 

Then Balak said to Balaam, ‘What have you done to me? I brought 
you to curse my enemies, but now you have done nothing but bless 
them.’ He answered, ‘Must I not take care to say what the Lord puts 
into my mouth?’  



M A G N I F I C A T  
 

 
1  My soul doth magnify the Lord : and my spirit hath rejoiced in 

God my Saviour. 
2   For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
3  For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall call me 

blessed. 
4  For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and holy is his Name. 
5  And his mercy is on them that fear him : throughout all 

generations. 
6  He hath shewed strength with his arm : he hath scattered the 

proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
7  He hath put down the mighty from their seat : and hath exalted 

the humble and meek. 
8  He hath filled the hungry with good things : and the rich he hath 

sent empty away. 
9  He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : as he 

promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world 
without end. Amen. 

 



 
T H E  S E C O N D  L E S S O N  

 
                               Luke 6. 17 - 26 

 
Blessed are you.  
He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great 
crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, 
Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear 
him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled 
with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to 
touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them. 
Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 
‘Blessed are you who are poor, 
   for yours is the kingdom of God. 
‘Blessed are you who are hungry now, 
   for you will be filled. 
‘Blessed are you who weep now, 
   for you will laugh. 
‘Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, 
revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice 
on that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; 
for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. 
‘But woe to you who are rich, 
   for you have received your consolation. 
‘Woe to you who are full now, 
   for you will be hungry. 
‘Woe to you who are laughing now, 
   for you will mourn and weep. 
‘Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their 
ancestors did to the false prophets. 

 



 
N U N C  D I M I T T I S  

 
 

1 LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : according 
to thy word. 

2  For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation; 
3  Which thou hast prepared : before the face of all people; 
4  To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : and to be the glory of thy 

people Israel. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world 
without end. Amen. 

 
 

T H E  A P O S T L E S ’  C R E E D  
 

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth: 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty; from thence 
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

 



 
THE PRAYERS 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
      
Let us pray. 
      
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come; thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
them that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but 
deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 
 
O Lord, save the King. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
      
Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 
      
O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 
 
Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  
but only thou, O God. 

 



 
 O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 
 
Let us pray. 
 

THE COLLECT OF  
THE DAY 

 
LORD, who hast taught us that all our doings without 
charity are nothing worth; Send thy Holy Ghost, and pour 

into our hearts that most excellent gift of charity, the very bond of 
peace and of all virtues, without which whosoever liveth is counted 
dead before thee. Grant this for thine only Son Jesus Christ’s sake. 
Amen. 
 
 

THE SECOND COLLECT AT EVENING PRAYER 
 

 

O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works do proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the 
world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy 
commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the 
fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through 
the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
 

THE THIRD COLLECT, 
FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS 

 
 

LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great 
mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the 
love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

O 
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2 Corinthians 13. 14 
 

THE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 
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